With the excitement – and dread for some – of possible winter weather the next couples of
months and this week we are re-posting our snow blog. Although road conditions can get
hazardous with inclement weather, the City of Glasgow Public Works Department will be
working hard to clear and de-ice our streets in order to keep the City up and running.
There are many factors that play into how and why our streets get plowed. Plowing will only
begin when snowfall begins. There are 120 miles of City streets broken up into 3 zones that are
maintained by our Crews. These roads are broken down into A, B, and C routes. “A” routes
consist of roads traveled most often by emergency services, school routes and major
thoroughfares. These roads are required to be cleared first. Often times, neighborhoods and
especially cul-de-sacs are “C” routes which are cleared last.
When large scale snow events happen, crews begin working in 8 hour shifts 24 hours a day. The
City has 3 large trucks and 2 small trucks for plowing. The crew rotation is continued 24 hours
per day until the event is over and streets are in good condition.
The City has approximately 300 tons of deicer that is designed to last throughout a winter
season. In addition, there is salt brine in stock. Salt brine is applied to the streets prior to a snow
event which helps keep the snow from adhering to the asphalt and aids in the plowing process.
Deicer (rock salt with magnesium chloride) is also used to aide in the melting of ice and snow.
The average snowfall for Glasgow is 9 inches per year and deicer and salt brine is purchased
based off those averages.
Three separate weather forecasts are monitored during the winter months and the Operations
Division of the Public Works Department heads out into the elements when light to moderate
snowfall or ice is predicted. All Operations personnel are subject to recall 24 hours per day, 7
days per week, year round, including holidays, in order to keep the roadways safe for the
residents of Glasgow.
Please also remember that City crews clear only City streets. It is not uncommon to see a
City/County/State truck out on the roads without their plows down. These vehicles must travel
through each other’s roads in order to get to the appropriate streets. All agencies do their best to
work together during major events for the safety of our residents.
Thanks to all of our hard working staff who brave the cold, wind, snow and ice in order to keep us
moving throughout the City! In an effort to keep residents informed on snow removal policies and
procedures, below are frequently asked questions and basic guidelines:
•
•

The City is divided into three (3) work zones.
Each of those 3 zones are divided into A, B and C routes.
o
Priority A: All main arterials that connect hospitals/ambulances, fire/EMT stations,
hot spots, and offsite locations.
o
Priority B: All remaining arterials and selected collector streets for designated bus
routes and around schools.

Priority C: All other collector streets and thoroughfares completing a network for the
major traffic volume streets. All remaining streets such as residential streets within
subdivisions and neighborhoods.
Plowing will begin once snowfall begins OR if an extreme amount of snowfall is predicted.
The City owns and operates 3 large salt and plow trucks and 2 small salt and plow trucks.
In order to avoid overtime but maximize manpower on the streets, crews work in 8 hour shifts
24 hours per day during a snow event.
Requests for clearing specific roads can only be taken once the event has ended and the
priority roads have been cleared.
City trucks are responsible for CITY roads. You may see them travel through County or State
roads with their plow up in order to get to various City roads or their assigned work zones. This
is also the case with State and County trucks.
Vehicles parked on the street hinder the ability for snow plows to properly clear the streets. If
vehicles are parked on both sides of the street, it can be impossible for crews to get down the
street with a plow.
Often times during a heavy snow, it is difficult for crews to determine where the curb and
gutter is on the road.
The City is not able to clear private entrances and drives. This is the home-owners
responsibility.
Please remember if clearing a driveway or parking lot NOT to push snow into the street as it
causes a driving hazard.
When plowing streets, each truck must make two passes on the street in order to clear it
completely of snow.
Depending on the accumulation of snow, it may take several passes before crews can leave
‘A’ routes to begin work on B, and C routes. If snow fall is heavy, crews must continue their
efforts on A routes to keep them open.
o
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